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ONE SHILLING 


Blockade of Biafra 


The Nigerian Federal government’s 
plan to co-ordinate for itself all 
relief to both sides in the Biafran war 
and to ban direct aid-flights by relief 
agencies means certain famine for up 
to four million people. 


On Monday, Chief Enahoro, speaking 
for the Federal government at a 
private meeting, informed all relief 
agencies that their aid flights will 
now be “expected” to call at Lagos 
for inspection, and that flights from 
outside Nigeria would not be sanc- 
tioned. (Financial Times, July 1.) 


Earlier, Chief Enahoro had ruled out 
further admission into Biafra of spare 
parts for civilian radio, vehicle and 
aircraft communications, of fuel, and 
of visiting politicians and journalists. 
All International Red Cross co- 
ordination of relief work in Biafra 
would be taken over by the Nigerian 
Rehabilitation Commission “ immedia- 
tely ”. While the IRC’s relief work in 
the field would be taken over “in the 
shortest possible time.” 


The Red Cross has called the Federa! 
government’s plan “ disastrous ”. The 
effects will be immediate, and 
devastating in Biafra—where the 
death-rate from kwashiorkor has 
already increased greatly and 
where, according to one expert relief 
administrator, “ the situation is worse 
than it has been at any time in the 
last two years’. 


Already, many hospitals and sickbays 
have closed down through lack of 
supplies, since most Joint Church 
Aid and all Red Cross flights were 
halted in mid-June. 


Even if the Biafran’s own Rehabilita- 
tion Commission were prepared to 
po foodstuffs inspected at Federal 
checkpoints (a measure it has always 
opposed, for fear of “ poisoning”) it 
could take weeks to properly transfer 
aid operations from Sao Tome, Libre- 
ville, and Dahomey to Lagos. 


Without fuel and spare parts for 
vehicles, most of the feeding centre 
work in the outlying bush (where 
two million people are dependent on 
the IRC and JCA supplies brought by 
road) cannot continue—even if the 
food were provided. 


On the Federal side of the front, 
where the International Red Cross 
feeds a million civilians, as well as all 
POWs and war patients in hospital, 
the Federal sacking of the IRC could 
result in untold misery. 


A logical step 


From the Federal point of view, 
Monday’s decision was a logical step 
for bringing the Biafran rebellion to 
an end. The Biafrans had undoubtdly 
been encouraged in “their will to 
resist” by the services of the aid 
agencies. 

Enormous encouragement to their 
cause has been given as a result of 
visits by US Senators, British MPs, 
and journalists from all over the 
world—the vast majority of them on 


planes used by the aid agencies. Above 
all, the protein food coming in by 
air—though not directly fed to troops 
—has enabled protein produced by 
the Biafrans themselves to be used 
by the army. 

Accusations of ‘“ gun-running” and 
mercenary activities by the agencies 
are quite unfounded, but many 
agency officials privately and publicly 
have aired pro-Biafran views or given 
eye-witness accounts of Federal 
massacres. 


The current Federal tactic is part of 
a strategy of total war. 


World opinion 


The difference between the applica- 
tion of this strategy last year (when 
Red Cross flights were at last 
officially permitted for day-time only) 
and this week, when independent 
flights are being banned entirely, is 
that the Federal government is now 
tryii:,, to end the rebellion by break- 
ing dowi: the Biafran people—and 
does not much care about world 
opinion in the process. 

The Federal leadership knows that 
the civilians and army are dependent 
on each other for their survival, in 
that the farmers and able-bodied 
adults have as a main function the 
feeding of troops. It knows that the 
army is partly responsible for distri- 
buting civilian supplies and that the 
aid agencies have to use army facili- 
ties. 


Above all, it realises that the Biafran 
people—including those who have 
chosen to remain in Biafran areas 
rather than go over to the Federal 
side and who are the main burden on 
the civilian feeding programme at 
present—see the army as the only 
bulwark against the genocidal effects 
of current Federal tactics. 


The Federal stand is therefore clear. 
Even if it is legitimate to expect 
Ojukwu to make some concessions 
over relief arrangements (and in 
particular to allow Uli airfield for 
daylight flights) the Federal govern- 
ment has produced a plan which the 
agencies find unacceptable, let alone 
the Biafran regime. 


Yet still the British government 
supports Federal Nigeria, and even 
in the current crisis the Foreign 
Secretary manages to justify the 
policy of “war by starvation”. 


The British government gradually 
convinced itself that the destruction 
of a million or more people was a 
lesser evil than the imagined bloody 
“break-up” of the biggest nation in 
Africa. Most government ministers 
now know that they were wrong: 
but they cannot admit it, simply 
because the price has been so high. 
They are not obviously evil men, but 
the process they subscribe to is as 
evil as Nazism or Stalinism, and 
equally remorseless. 

RocEer Moopy 


Federal troops inspect a body near the wreckage of the Red Cross plane 


shot down on June 5. 


How the relief 
flights ended 


Roger Moody writes: Thirty church 
organisations from 18 countries met 
in Lucerne as member agencies of 
Joint Church Aid, on June 12 and 13, 
to discuss the current Nigeria/Biafra 
crisis. 

At this meeting, a representative of 
the International Red Cross informed 
delegates that the IRC would suspend 
all its aid flights into Biafra for one 
month in order that agreement on 
daylight relief flights could be 
reached by all parties. Joint Church 
Aid then agreed to try to increase 
its flying schedules, partly to meet 
the deficiencies caused by the Red 
Cross decision. 


But on June 15, apparently on his 
own authority, the JCA official in 
charge of flights from Sao Tome, Col- 
onel Wichmann, suspended all opera- 
tions. This despite the fact that US, 
Canadian and Danish pilots were 
ready and willing to continue flying. 


A few days later, two or three flights 
were started again—mainly for com- 
munications and to take vital medical 
supplies to the hospitals. In the 
following fortnight, JCA crews 
carried out sporadic flights into Uli. 


Last Sunday (June 29), Pastor Viggo 
Mollerup, co-ordinator of JCA relief, 
and an official from Nordchurchaid, 
the Danish Protestant relief organisa- 
tion, re-affirmed the JCA decision to 
return to the flight-pattern, as it was 
before the suspension on June 15. 
Mollerup hoped to reach a nightly 
target of 150 to 200 tons by this 
weekend. 


At the same time, Colonel Wichmann 
was reported as saying that a recent 
visit of his to Uli “found Federal 
government harassment of the air 
strip considerably less than reported, 
and risks .. . little or no greater than 
before” (Financial Times, June 30) 
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MOSHEK MACHOVER replies to Bill Hillier on the Middle East 


For Hebrew self-determination 


In his article “ Revival of the Pales- 
tinians”’ (Peace News, June 6) Bill 
Hillier raises pertinent questions to 
which he demands a promptreply from 
the Israeli revolutionary Left. In point 
of fact, the Israeli Socialist Organisa- 
tion (ISO) has already stated its views 
on these questions more than once* 
and some of them were touched on in 
a recent article by A. Sa’id and myself 
in Black Dwarf (June 14). But I 
welcome this opportunity of elucidat- 
ing and enlarging on these matters. 


One of the central issues raised by 
Bill Hillier is that of the right of the 
Israeli Jews (i.e. the Hebrew-speaking 
national community) to self-determin- 
ation. “The JISO”—says Hillier— 
“ argues that, independent of the fact 
that it was created by Zionism, a 
Hebrew nation exists in Palestine with 
a complete class structure of its own. 
As such, it has the right to self-deter- 
mination, not in the Zionist sense, but 
in the context of a socialist federation 
of the Middle East.” 


While admitting that this argument is 
based on a ‘correct historical 
analysis” of Zionist colonization, 
Hillier seems to be dissatisfied with 
the conclusion. He seems to favour 
the idea, ascribed to the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DPF), “of the union of Jews and 
Arabs of Palestine as one people, as 
the only possible basis for a socialist 
transformation ”. 


Obviously, nations and national com- 
munities cannot simply be wished out, 
or into, existence. If this were possible, 
the only correct “wish” for a 
socialist to make would be that the 
whole human race should form a 
union ‘as one people”, just as it 
had been before the regrettable 
collapse of the Tower of Babel. This 
is also the condition that one hopes to 
achieve in the long run under com- 
munism—the withering away of all 
national differences, and therefore of 
nations as such. But, for the present, 
nations, and national problems, do 
exist and socialists must have a 
correct policy on the national ques- 
tion. 


“Correct ” here means simply: that 
which best accords with the interests 
of the struggle for socialism. The 
policy adopted by many socialists— 
and in particular by Leninists—is to 
recognise the right of all nations to 
self-determination. The purpose of 
this is not to encourage separatism 
and national particularism. On the 
contrary, it is designed to minimise 
them and to create, wherever neces- 
sary and possible, a basis for 
voluntary convergence, unification, 
and integration. The ISO subscribes to 
this policy in general, and, in the case 
under consideration, in particular. 

Of course, a question that must be 


*See official statements of the ISO in ‘ The 
Other Israel ’’, published in London, July 1968, 
now distributed by ISRACA, 219 Putney Bridge 
Road, Londen SW15. 


Want to find out about Voluntary 
Service? Then start a subscription 
with 


SERVICE 


the bi-monthly newspaper of 
International Voluntary Service, 
British branch of Service Civil 
International. 

10s for 6 issues. 

IVS, 91 High Street, 

Harlesden, London NW10. 


answered is whether the Hebrew- 
speaking community does, in fact, 
constitute a nationality. Bill Hillier 
does not answer this question directly: 
he only accepts ‘the historical 
analysis”? of the ISO. But it is not 
just a matter of historical analysis: it 
is, to a great extent, an empirical 
question 


Our answer—based on_ historical 
analysis and on direct and close 
familiarity with the relevant empirical 
facts—is that, according to any 
reasonable definition of “nation” or 
“national community”, the Israeli 
Jews do constitute such a group. 
This may not carry much weight with 
those who do not accept the self- 
determination formula in general, but 
is must surely be taken quite seriously 
by those (in the Middle East and else- 
where) who subscribe to Leninism. 


One Palestine? 


Hillier’s answer to this problem—of 
whether the Hebrew-speaking com- 
munity does constitute a nationality— 
is that the merging of the Arabs and 
Jews of Palestine into a_ single 
Palestinian national entity is “the 
only basis for a socialist transforma- 
tion ”. Let us analyse this assertion. 


No true socialist would deny that in 
order to achieve a socialist revolution 
in a country inhabited by two peoples, 
they should join together in a common 
struggle—this is ABC. But I can see 
no reason to believe that this implies 
they should merge into one people. 
Moreover, an analysis of the Middle 
East shows that a socialist revolution 
is extremely unlikely to occur within 
the framework of Palestine alone: it 
can only be thought of as a total 
proress embracing the whole Arab 
ast. 


In any case, the thesis that a revolu- 
tionary transformation cannot be 
localised in Palestine, but must en- 
compass the entire Middle East, is 
accepted not only by the ISO but also 
by all Arab revolutionary socialists 
(Bill Hillier accepts it as well). But 
then why should the Israeli Jews 
merge into one people only with the 
Palestinian Arabs and not with the 
entire Arab nation? If one claims that 
the creation of a single nation is a 
pre-requisite for the revolution, and 
if one.also accepts the concept of a 
total Middle-Eastern revolution, then 
one must advocate the view that the 
Israeli Jews should be regarded as 
part of a “ Middle-Eastern ” people. 


Those who put forward the idea of 
“one Palestinian people”, made up 
of “ Palestinian Jews and Arabs”, do 
so only because they believe that the 
territory of Palestine should be con- 
stituted as a new Palestinian State. 
On the other hand, it seems to be 
agreed that such a new State can only 
be created by a socialist revolution 
victorious throughout a much wider 
region, and that one of the aims and 
results of such a revolution would be 
ite creation of a united socialist Arab 
ast. 


It follows, therefore, that the new 
Palestinian State must be conceived 
only as a relatively separate consti- 
tuent part of a larger socialist union. 
But then what can be the purpose of 
creating such a new Palestinian 
State? The only answer seems to be 
that it will furnish a “national home ” 
for the new Palestinian nation. The 
reason why this sounds like begging 
the question is because that is pre- 
cisely what it is. 

The view of the ISO seems to me 


much more coherent. We regard the 
solution of the Palestine problem as 
one of the tasks of a socialist revolu- 
tion throughout the entire region. The 
main obstacles which must be over- 
thrown to achieve this revolution are: 
direct imperialist and neo-colonialist 
domination, and its two partners and 
allies, Zionism and Arab reaction. 


The struggle of the Palestinian Arabs, 
carried out directly against Zionism 
and resulting from the fact that they 
are Zionism’s direct and chief victims, 
must be conceived as part of the 
wider revolutionary struggle. A 
victorious revolution will have to 
solve (among other things) the 
national problems bequeathed to it by 
imperialism. 

1. Arab national unification. The 
Arabs of the Middle East are a nation 
in the process of crystallisation 
(roughly comparable to the Italians 
on the eve of the political unification 
of Italy). The present Balkanisation of 
the Arab East was imposed by British 
and French imperialism after 1918: 
it does not make sense in terms of 
past history, and—more importantly 
—would block any kind of serious 
socialist economic reconstruction and 
development. 


Within the Arab nation—as within 
most big nations, especially in their 
formative period—there exist sub- 
groups having local or regional parti- 
cularities. It follows that the united 
socialist Arab East may probably have 
some sort of federal structure. 


2. The Palestinian Arabs, who are 
such a particular part of the Arab 
nation, are victims of a specific and 
acute form of national oppression. 
The revolution will overthrow Zion- 
ism, arrange the repatriation of all 
the refugees who choose to be repatri- 
ated and the full compensation and 
re-habilitation of all who suffered in 
any way as a result of Zionism. 
Territorial arrangements can be made 
for the establishment of a Palestinian 
(plus Jordanian) Arab constituent 
part of the united socialist State. 


3. The non-Arab nationalities living 
within the Arab world (Israeli Jews, 
Kurds, South-Sudanese) will be recog- 
nised as such and granted national 
rights, i.e. self-determination. This is 
not only correct in principle, but is 
also the only conceivable basis for 
attracting the masses of these nationa- 
lities to a joint struggle together with 
the Arab masses. 


These three points are not designed 
to accommodate mythical national en- 
tities that have first to be dreamt up. 
They are meant to solve the problems 
of the real entities that exist in the 
Middle East. 


Creeping Zionism 


Bill Hillier is worried about the third 
point: he demands from the ISO an 
explanation of “how its concept of 
the self-determination of the Hebrew 
nation ties in with another of its 
policies—the full restitution of Pales- 
tinian rights lost since 1948. It is hard 
to see how the geographical re-integr- 
ation that this would lead to can be 
reconciled with the idea of a separate 
Hebrew State, particularly if, as must 
be assumed, a given territory and 
boundaries are to be involved.” 


Hillier also voices the suspicion that 
“the concept of a separate State for 
Jews leads inexorably back into the 
contradictions of Zionism, and repre- 
sents essentially a compromise with 
the Zionist idea.” 


All this, ’'m afraid, is based on false 


assumptions. First of all, the ISO does 
not advocate a “separate Jewish 
State”. For example, in an official 
statement dating from the beginning 
of May 1967 we say: 


“* Self-determination does not neces- 
sarily mean separation. On the con- 
trary, we hold that a small country 
which is poor in natural resources, 
such as Israel, cannot exist as a 
separate entity. It is faced with two 
alternatives only—to continue to 
depend on foreign powers or to 
integrate itself in a regional union. 
“Tt follows that the only solution 
consistent with the interests of both 
Arab and Israeli masses is the inte- 
gration of Israel as a unit in an 
economic and political union of the 
Middle East, on the basis of 
socialism.” 


Second, it is false that the restitution 
of Palestinian rights lost since 1948 
would make self-determination for the 
Jews geographically impossible. Even 
in 1947, when the Arabs outnumbered 
the Jews in the ratio of about two to 
one, there were continuous parts of 
Palestine where the Jews were 
numerically predominant. At present, 
the ratio is about five Israeli Jews to 
three or four Palestinian Arabs (in- 
cluding everybody who could come 
under that heading). 


Consequently, even if all Arabs that 
were displaced in and after 1948 
(together with their descendants) were 
to return to their precise original 
locations, this would not make Jewish 
self-determination geographically un- 
feasible. (Actually, the repatriation 
and re-habilitation of the Palestinian 
refugees must involve mainly indus- 
trial and urban projects, the construc- 
tion of new towns and industries, etc. 
Thus the ‘idea of re-settling the 
refugees in their precise original loca- 
tion—i.e. as peasants—is extremely 
reactionary.) 


Revolution 


Third, our concept of self-determina- 
tion, far from compromising with 
Zionism (which insists on an exclu- 
sive Jewish State that is supposed to 
“belong” to all the Jews in the 
world), actually assumes the over- 
throw of Zionism. The formula of 
self-determination is part of a pro- 
gramme for a victorious socialist 
revolution—it has no meaning for us 
in any other context. 


The programme must, of course, be 
declared now, in advance, in order 
to mobilise people for struggling for 
it: but it will become possible only 
after the overthrow of imperialism 
and its allies—Zionism and Arab reac- 
tion—in the Middle East. 


Of course, if one thinks in terms of 
an independent Palestinian State, 
then Jewish self-determination within 
it may lead to one _ particular 
phenomenon, which is now part of 
Zionism but could conceivably exist 
without it, namely: domination of 
Jews over Arabs. Given the existing 
numerical and socio-economic facts, 
this would even be quite likely within 
an independent Palestine. 


This, however, does not prove that 
self-determination is wrong. What it 
does show is that the concept of an 
independent or separate Palestine is 
dangerous. Conversely, the ISO con- 
cept of self-determination, in the 
context of a united socialist Middle 
East, does not contain any such 
danger, and it therefore makes it 
unnecessary for us to invent new 
artificial States and new artificial 
nations to house them. 
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LINDA FOREST on the trial of the Milwaukee 14 


D 


We have now learned that the 
Milwaukee 14 were each sentenced 
to two years jail for taking 10,000 
draft files from the local Selective 
Service Board last September and 
burning them (as our photo shows) 
on a nearby parking lot. 


Linda Forest’s report is much 
shortened and first appeared in 
WIN Magazine. 


Monday afternoon, May 26, the 
defendants completed their closing 
statements to the jury. 


“Jt takes courage to see not just draft 
files or slavery records on fire, but 
human flesh. It also takes courage to 
listen to the crackle of flames as they 
consume human beings. And it takes 
courage to hear the human heart: the 
count of a young man’s heartbeat as 
he opens the letter from the Selective 


Service which begins ‘ Greetings’. 


These remarks from Jim Forest actu- 
ally brought tears to the eyes of one 
juror. Surely they had been touched. 


The Fourteen having completed clos- 
ing statements, the Judge issued his 
instructions to the jury—instructions 
so noisy with obedience to The Law 
that they almost drowned out the 
words of gentle hope. 


The jury took one hour to reach its 
unanimous decision and to eat dinner. 


Throughout the trial there had been 
hundreds of supporters jammed into 
the court-room and the corridors out- 
side. They had waited and watched 
for two weeks, and as they re-assemb]- 
ed now for the delivery of the verdict 
there was the predictable tension, the 
predictable speculation. 


But there was more. There was the 
unspoken pain and frustration and 
hope-against-hope that perhaps here, 
at this time, at this place, NOW (we 
need it) perhaps all the energy of 
faith in non-violence could possibly be 
affirmed by a handful of men and 
women who represented the greater 
community. | 

“We the jury find the defendant Jon 
Hubert Higginbotham, Jr, guilty of 
the crimes of burglary, arson, and 
theft.” 

“We the jury find the defendant 
Father Lawrence Rosebaugh guilty of 
the crimes of burglary, arson, and 
theft.” 

“We the jury find the defendant 
Father Alfred Lawrence Janicke 
guilty of the crimes . ..” 

Twelve defendants. Three charges 
each. Thirty-six times the word 


“suilty” rang through the court-room. 
Thirty-six bombs dropped on a rice 
paddy. Thirty-six infants shovelled 
into a mass grave. Thirty-six coffins 


from Vietnam waiting on the San 
Francisco pier. 


And the sad-eyed basset on the bench 
commended his jury, saying: ‘“ Thank 
you, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 
for doing a courageous job in the face 
of a court-room filled with supporters 
of the defendants. You have exercised 
your duties as citizens in a most com- 
mendable manner.” 


Sister Joanne Malone, one of the 
Catonsville 9, rose and shouted: ‘ We 
thank you, too, ladies and gentlemen 
of the jury, for finding Jesus Christ 
guilty once again.” 

Her words ricocheted round the court- 
room, bouncing off mahogany eagles 
and gilded eagles and red-white-and- 
blue Brooks Brothers eagles, eliciting 
an eruption of applause from specta- 
tors who earlier had been advised by 
the Court that they would be held in 
contempt for “ demonstrativeness ”. 


The storm of applause was the 
catalyst. Bailiffs scuttled like cock- 
roaches from unseen hiding places, 
dragging supporters out of the court- 
room by hair, feet, clothing, pitching 
them into the waiting camera lights 
where “the whole world was watch- 
ing ”’—or, at least, the Metropolitan 
Milwaukee community. That same 
community from which a jury of 
“peers” had been laboriously 
selected. 


In a vague sort of way, the proceed- 
ings were over. Defendants, wives, 
and relatives emerged from the court- 
room into a waiting crowd of singing, 
embracing supporters, most of whom 
bore black crosses on their foreheads 
—crosses placed on foreheads by 
fingers dipped in the ashes of burnt 
draft cards and five dollar bills. 


One of the first sacraments of the 
Resistance had made its way ‘into the 
hallowed halls of “ Justice.” 


A political forum 


A vital component of actions such 
as the Milwaukee Fourteen’s is that of 
extending the action by using the 
court-room as a_ political forum. 
During the trial of the Fourteen, 
motivational issues broadened and 
new ones emerged, especially that of 
lay advocacy. 

From the outset, the advantages of 
such a procedure were dramatically 
obvious. Unfettered by lawyers’ codes 
of ethics, ignorant of ‘“ procedural 
techniques”, the Fourteen moved 
rather freely through a normally rigid 
structure. 

Press reports labelled the defence 
table as a “ formidable brain trust of 
BAs, MAs, and PhDs”. Each defend- 


ant testified for himself, being 
examined by his co-defendants. Each 
defendant made an opening and clos- 
ing statement to the jury. 


Everybody got a piece of the action, 
even mild-mannered Judge Larson, 
who endured this highly personal, 
fluid and naked approach about as 
well as a one-armed paper-hanger 
with the itch. 


Time and again the prosecution 
labelled testimony about the illegality 
of the Vietnam war, the unconstitu- 
tionality of the draft, the issues of 
race and poverty in America as 
“irrelevant”. Time and again his 
objections Were sustained. 


Tension swelled to a high point mid- 
way in the trial when Judge Larson 
refused to allow Dr Robert Fried, 
one-time attache to the United 
Nations, consultant to the Nuremberg 
tribunal, and international lawyer, to 
testify on behalf of the defence. 


Fried did, however, manage to wedge 
in the comment that, in his considered 
opinion, “the United States has, by 
its intervention in Vietnam, violated 
essential provisions of the United 
Nations charter”. Larson would not 
allow him to expand on his statement. 


Earlier, Larson refused to permit any 
detailed testimony by civil disobedi- 
ence expert and historian Howard 
Zinn. He ruled that testimony by Zinn 
on the history of civil disobedience in 
America and its relevance to the case 
at hand would be “ immaterial”. 


Several of the Fourteen repeatedly 
tried questioning Zinn without avail. 
At one point in his testimony, Zinn 
continued to speak over the objections 
of the Judge and shouted: ‘‘ Why 
won’t you let me say anything import- 
ant here?” The gavel descended in 
staccato raps and Larson exploded: 
“Tf you don’t stop, Ill have you put in 
the proper place where people are put 
who are improper in court!” Exit 
Zinn. 

Subsequently, the Court instructed 
the Fourteen that they would have to 
outline, outside the presence of the 
jury, what testimony they expected to 
elicit from their further witnesses. 
Consistent with their tactics, the 
Fourteen conferred briefly at the 
defence table and announced to the 
Court that they refused to speak out- 
side the presence of the jury. 


Thereafter, each time a witness for 
the defence was called, the jury was 
sent out, and Larson questioned each 
defendant: 

“Mr Ojile, will you tell the court the 
nature of the testimony of this wit- 
ness? ” Silence. “ Let the record show 
that Mr Ojile refuses to answer.” 


“Father Mullaney, will you tell the 


ING DONG THE WITCH IS DEAD! 


court the nature of the testimony of 
this witness?” Silence. “Let the 
record show that Father Mullaney 
refuses to answer.” 


On down the line, the Fourteen sat 
rigidly silent. The jury was called 
back in, the witness excused, another 
witness called, the jury sent out, 
another questioning, another silent 
boycott, and another and another. 


F - Fo ’ 

No moralising 
In a typical excursion from his 
“characteristic patience”, Judge 
Larson stated that to allow the 
defendants or their witnesses to 
“moralise ” about Vietnam or “ philo- 
sophise ” on the fairness of the draft 
would “be giving dignity to their 
position, which I don’t think should 
be done”. 


Jim Forest shot from his chair and in 
a loud voice exclaimed: ‘‘ How can 
you call yourself a judge of this court 
and say a thing like that?” Larson 
attempted to qualify his statement, 
saying that he could not take judicial 
notice of anything he considered 
“irrelevant ”’. 


“T don’t think you should explain,” 
said Doug Marvy. “I think you should 
resign.” 


At another point in the trial, Jon 
Higginbotham described the sense of 
joy he had experienced while burning 
the Selective Service files. “I started 
dancing and clapping and singing 
‘Ding Dong The Witch Is Dead’. 


On Thursday of the second week, the 
prosecution rested its case with a 
flourish of exhibits: screwdrivers, 
used by “these men of obvious 
morality who have somehow gone 
astray”: containers for the home- 
made napalm, poured on Selective 
Service files by men who “ think they 
can disturb the peace and dignity of 
the State of Wisconsin and get away 
with it”: charred records, burned by 
men “who just do not understand 
that we cannot give ourselves permis- 
sion to break the law ”. 


Indeed, if any one fact was salient 
throughout, it was exactly this: that 
men can actually believe that they 
cannot give themselves permission to 
be fully human, to put aside fear and 
assume responsibility for one another. 
It is that same brand of fear which 
is reinforced daily and hourly in the 
very hearts of Americans by the 
popular media instructing them on 
personal hygiene, sexual morality, 
political ethics, and the full art of 
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US guerrilla war plan for Eastern Europe 


from front cover 
occupied nations in USINCEUR’s 
area ”. 


Among the sixteen countries listed 
for special forces unconventional 
warfare operations are 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Austria, the Scandinavian countries, 
Italy, Turkey and Greece. ‘“ Certain 
UW areas have been selected in 
neutral and friendly countries to 
support initial repositioning of con- 
ventional forces from the general 
Jine now occupied by US or allied 
forces...” 


COMSOTFE OPLAN NR 10-1 is 
mainly an outline of how to build 
up guerrilla warfare operations to 
harass the enemy from the rear, but 
it also assumes attempts to establish 
links and discover suitable areas for 
resistance “before the outbreak of 
hostilities ”’. 

The CIA has the task of developing 
and maintaining ‘appropriate UW 
assets’, who furnish intelligence in- 
formation; spot potential resistance 
leaders; on order, initiate organisa- 
tion of local resistance movements or 
mechanisms, and so on. 


Among “UW objectives” are to 


Anti-war GI on trial 
for his opinions 


A US Navy seaman, Roger Priest, is 
to be court-martialled for producing 
an anti-war magazine in his spare 
time. 

The charge sheet, issued on June 20, 
takes more than four single-spaced 
typewritten sheets to cover all Roger 
Priest’s misdeeds (eg. he “did 
wrongfully use contemptuous words 
against the chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee to the House of 
Representatives ’’). 


Roger Priest, who is a Texan, upset 
the Navy in March, by advising his 
fellow sailors to make anti-war 
groups the beneficiaries of their GI 
life insurance. He issued the advice 
from an office in the Pentagon. 


As soon as the papers latched onto 
the story, the Navy removed him 
from the Pentagon, but—wary of 
making a martyr in public—kept him 
in a Navy office in Washington. 


Though Roger Priest was put under 
lainclothes surveillance, he care- 
ully avoided doing anything to give 
the Navy an excuse for getting at 

him—apart from continuing to 

produce his magazine, OM. As a 

result, the Navy have been forced to 

fight him on his own chosen ground. 


“What I’m hoping for right now is 
for lots of folks to write the Secretary 
of the Navy because this whole thing 
hinges on free speech, freedom of 
the press,” he says. 

“They're not talking about my 
military behaviour; they’re not talk- 


Two jobs at 


ing about what I do on the job as a 
sailor. They’re talking about what I 
do in my own free time, outside of 
the Navy, in my own department with 
my friends—in other words my rights 
as an American citizen.” 


“ The coronet designed by Mr Louis 

Osman is the first built specifically 

for someone whose ears are seen.” 
—Official press release. 


Peace News 


Two vacancies have recently occurred for editorial positions at Peace 
News. We wish to have them filled by the end of July. 


FEATURES EDITOR 


The first position is that of Features Editor. It demands someone with 
journalistic ability, willingness to work on own initiative, a sense of 
how non-violence can be usefully developed in this country, and a grasp 
of the best libertarian, radical and pacifist literature. 


Applicants must be able to attend conferences, commission articles and 
book-reviews, write features and editorials. Their inteliectual tastes 
should be catholic, and they must also be capable of operating in a free 
group with communal decision making. Wages on the Peace News scale. 
Married people, especially those with children, should think carefully 


before applying. 


Apply in writing as soon as possible to the Editors, Peace News, 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1. 


EDITORIAL SECRETARY 


The second position is that of Editorial Secretary. This involves handling 
all the material that comes into the office — mail, periodicals, visitors, 


etc—and ensuring they arrive in 


the right place. In a co-operative 


office of five people, the job is especially important when there is no 
one person directly responsible for internal organisation and co-ordina- 


tion. 


Further responsibilities include seeing that letters get answered, filing, 
typing, telephone answering, etc. Wages as on the Peace News scale. 
Applications in writing as soon as possible to the Editors, Peace News, 


5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


“create and strengthen active and 
passive resistance to hostile 
authority’; ‘“‘assist US sponsored 
indigenous leaders in establishing 
control over Soviet Bloc social and 
political structures ”; “‘ assist USINC- 
EUR/SACEUR in the establishment 
of military governments in appropri- 
ate areas”. 


Indigenous UW elements will engage 
in sabotage, covert propaganda, in- 
filtration of enemy installations, 
“planned civil disobedience or non- 
co-operation”, and ‘formation of 
groups as action nuclei for future 
guerrilla organisations ”. 


Following the outbreak of hostilities, 
special forces, assisted by UW assets, 
will be moved into UW operational 
areas and, in the process of influenc- 
ing and guiding the operations of 
resistance groups, local commanders 
are given the automatic right to use 
nuclear or CBW weapons. 


This, then, is the outline of the docu- 
ment which, if genuine, is certainly 
out of date now, since it is partly 
concerned with the transfer of special 
forces detachments from Berlin to 
Orleans and Fontainebleau in France 
—operational headquarters which 
will now have moved again with the 
removal of US troops from that 
country. 


If the document is a forgery—maybe 
put out by the East Germans—it 
would obviously be designed to stir 
up controversy in the West about the 
battle-field use of nuclear weapons 
and to suggest that extensive CIA 
activities in Eastern Europe do 
threaten Soviet bloc security and 
even justify the invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia. 


But the document could be genuine, 
and be circulated by the East among 
Western peace groups for precisely 
the same reasons. Sanity contacts 
felt that the military jargon hit off 
Pentagon speech pretty well. The 


Guardian was checking out this 
aspect aS we went to press. 


Both Peace News and Sanity are of 
course relying on the national press 
to discover if the document is genuine 
or not, but in the end it hardly 
matters whether it is or not, since 
if COMSOTFE OPLAN NR 10-1 is a 
fabrication, we can guess there is a 
document almost exactly like it which 
American brass-hats have had pre- 
pared and which they plan their war- 
games round. 

Not only is the military machine out 
of democratic control, but its innuman 
rationality functions like a cancer of 
the mind, impeding all hopeful social 
progress—West and East. 


SPACE PROBLEMS 


Stories held over this week include 
reports on the poisoning of the Rhine, 
persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Zambia, resistance in Greece, confer- 
ences on non-violence last weekend in 
London, James Haigh and the Lady- 
wood by-election, Winston Branch’s 
art show in the crypt of St Martin-in- 
the-Fields, and the Notting Hill exhi- 
bition on Freedom and Choice (see 
Diary). 

Send us more money, we'll give you 
more pages. Cheques ete payable to 
Treasurer, Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London NI. Thank you. 


Anti-war Gis 


in Germany 


News of what sounds like the first 
concerted GI anti-war demonstration 
in Europe has leaked out. 


According to the American Guardian 
(June 14) early in June from 50 to 
100 GIs held an “ anti-war, anti-brass 
and anti-Nam” rally just outside 
their base in Kaiserslautern. Any 
further details will be appreciated. 


France expels man 
who helped deserters 


Kevin McGrath writes: It looks as 
though the new government in France 
may reverse the Gaullist policy of 
tolerating American deserters who 
seek asylum in France. 


Following a melodramatic police kid- 
napping in the heart of Paris on 
Thursday, June 19, an Austrian who 
has been prominent in helping such 
deserters has been expelled to 
Corsica. 


The man is Thomas Schwaetzer, who 
is 41, and has lived in France since 
the 1950s. He is married to a French- 
woman. He has been active in the 
organisation, Friends of Resisters 
Inside the Army, and in the “ under- 
ground railway” for GIs who desert 
in Germany and escape to France. 
There are now about 200 deserters 
living in France. 


After the Paris American Committee 
to Stop-war (PACS) was banned by 
the French government last year, 
Thomas Schwaetzer—known in 
deserter circles as Mr Cook—had 
been under an expulsion order. This 
had later been rescinded. 


A report in the International Herald 
Tribune of June 26 speculates that 
the police acted off their own bat in 
pulling in Mr Schwaetzer, taking 
advantage of the fact that, with the 
elections in full swing, there wasn’t 
really any government. 

This is given some plausibility by the 
fact that Mr Schwaeizer had in his 
possession at the time of his arrest a 
letter from Pompidou, talking about 
“the traditions of hospitality of our 
country ”’. ; 


Moreover, the circumstances of the 
arrest sound chillingly similar to the 
Ben Barka affair, when French police 
kidnapped the Moroccan leftist 
leader, and handed him over to his 
murderers, 


In fact, as Mr Schwaetzer was 
dragged into a van on the Boulevard 
St Germain, he shouted that this 
was “‘ Another Ben Barka affair ”’. 


As a result, passers-by were sceptical 
at the police story that this was just 
a routine arrest of “ Monsieur Marcel, 
the pickpocket”, and the story leaked 
out rather sooner than was probably 
intended. 


When the police took their prisoner 
to Orly on Sunday, June 21, an 
Austrian Airlines pilot refused to 
take him on board a flight to Austria 
against his will. So instead the police 
put him on a flight to Ajaccio in 
Corsica. 


Non-violence in 
South America 


an address by 

Monsieur Jean Goss (IFOR) 

Friday, July 11, 5.30 pm (tea), 
6 pm (meeting) 

Quaker Meeting House, 

52 St Martins Lane, London WC2 
Enquiries: NPC, 29 Great James 


Street, WC1. 
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‘UNITY’ CALL Squatters: new battle feared 


SPLITS CIVIL 
RIGHTERS 


Kevin McGrath writes: Northern 
Treland’s civil righters were out on 
the street again on Saturday for the 
first time since May. About 4,000 
people—People’s Democracy, Civil 
Rights Association, Derry Labour 
Party, Nationalists, Republicans etc— 
marched through the small border 
town of Strabane in County Tyrone. 


But the unanimous decision of the 
Opposition MPs at Stormont to accept 
the timetable given by Chichester- 
Clark for reforms, together with the 
call for unity made by the one 
Opposition MP who spoke on the 
platform, Nationalist Austin Currie, 
ensured that disunity over objectives 
and methods soon showed itself. 


Eamonn McCann, declaring that it 
was a day for burning boats, attacked 
the facade of unity. “The Civil 
Rights Movement is not all it ought 
to be—it is built on mass emotional- 
ism, and accepts the religious divide 
in Northern Ireland. It has made no 
meaningful effort to overcome the 
divide.” 

He went on, “ We are not united and 
the regional meetings of the associa- 
tion are dogfights. It is right to come 
out with this.” 


And he commented on _ Senator 
Edward Kennedy’s declaration last 
week of support for the civil rights 
movement in Northern Ireland. 
“Only when Senator Kennedy sup- 
ported the black people of the United 
States and the people of Vietnam 
should he say he supported civil 
rights in the North too.” 


Politicians who sought to use the 
civil rights movement on a sectarian 
basis were attacked by Paul Throne, 
who introduced himself to the crowd 
as ‘“‘a Protestant from Lifford ”. 


To cheers from the crowd he de- 
clared, “I am afraid because I meet 
in the movement too many Roman 
Catholic bigots—we must remember 
that we are fighting bigotry wherever 
it comes from and we must always 
be careful it does not come from us.” 


Meanwhile, in the mainly Catholic 
town of Dungiven, a massed Orange 
Parade 3,000 strong had taken over 
the streets. The efforts of civil rights 
activists, and especially the PD, to 
make sure that there was no repeti- 
tion of the clashes with townspeople 
that marked a _ previous Orange 
parade in Dungiven three weeks 
earlier, were successful. 


Only one Protestant was beaten up 
—and he was a local photographer 
who was mistaken for a Catholic by 
marchers. Other pressmen and televi- 
sion men were also manhandled. 


The local Catholics stayed indoors. 
Banners reading ‘‘ We allow you to 
march because of Civil Rights”, “We 
believe in Civil Rights. Do You?”, 
“You can march. Can others?” and 
“Cut Orange links with the Unionist 
ay ” were strung across the main 
Street. 


Kevin McGrath writes: Redbridge 
Council is planning to throw every- 
thing they’ve got against the squat- 
ters in Ilford, if they haven’t got out 
of the council-owned houses they 
are occupying by Saturday, July 5. 


In a meeting on Monday night, the 
Council’s Highways Committee and 
Town Centre Development Com- 
mittee “without formal dissent” 
decided to use force. 


In Tuesday’s Evening Standard, 
Labour councillor Tony Younge, a 
solicitor, is quoted as_ saying: 
“People were saying we should use 
tear gas against these swine, and 
things like that”. 

The timing of the next attack was 
left to the Town Clerk, with the 
suggestion that it should be carried 
out at a time when the press and 


television would not be present. (The 
element of surprise will also make it 
harder to move the children to a 
place of safety—-this doesn’t seem 
to worry the council, however.) 


The Town Clerk has suggested that 
Barrie Quartermain, who was in 
charge of previous attacks on behalf 
of the council, should not be em- 
ployed. 


It is likely that this is a move to 
dodge round any attempt to take an 
injunction against Quartermain. It is 
also possible that the council might 
have felt that the methods used by 
Quartermain’s organisation were a 
bit drastic. 


The squatters are determined to hold 
on, to resist violently if they think 
this necessary. So far those who have 
argued in terms of shotguns and 


Jailed Bretons go 
on hunger strike 


P. Berresford Ellis writes: Breton 
political prisoners, at present being 
held in the Prison de la Santé, Paris, 
alleged to be members of the Front 
for the Liberation of Brittany (FLB), 
have gone on hunger strike in protest 
“against the oppression of Brittany 
by the French imperialist power and 
against the silence maintained around 
the claims for the political and cultu- 
ral independence of the Breton 
nation ”’. 


Of the 60 Bretons, aged 18 to 62, who 
were arrested, 53 were charged with 
FLB activities and 51 were im- 
prisoned. Their occupations range 
from factory workers and doctors, to 
engineers and Catholic priests. 


The Bretons were kept in isolation for 
two months, but a hunger strike last- 
ing three days succeeded in getting 
them legal representation. On Febru- 
ary 10, the four eldest prisoners were 
ae “provisional freedom pending 
trial”. 


A second hunger strike was staged in 
March by all prisoners in order to 
obtain: provisional freedom pending 
trial for those with minor charges; the 
right to receive visitors; and the right 
to receive books in Breton. The last 
demand was granted after a hunger 
strike of seven days. 


Over the past two months, 35 prisoners 
have been given “provisional free- 
dom” pending trial. At the present 
time 16 men appear to be in jail and 
these have now gone on hunger strike. 


It has been established that some of 
the prisoners were interrogated by 
depriving them of sleep over a four 


day period and that drugs were used qd 


on the priest Father Anton ar Barzh. 
The prisoners were also transferred 
from Rennes to Paris with their hands 
and feet tied. 


In the House of Commons, Gwynfor 
Evans, Plaid Cymru (Party of Wales) 
MP, has demanded that an _ inter- 


THREE BIAFRA ACTIONS 


Emergency action to get supplies 
moving into Biafra was to be urged 
at a meeting called by the Committee 
for Peace in Nigera this Thursday in 
the House of Commons. 


Two Irish missionary brothers just 
back from Biafra—the Fathers 


Doherty—were hoping to attend. 


This weekend, the Save Biafra Cam- 
paign hopes to enlist the help of up 
to 200,000 participants in a free pop 
ark, given by the 


concert in Hyde 


Rolling Stones. The audience will be 
asked to join an “ escalating picket ” 
in Whitehall and the West End. 
(More details: Save Biafra, ARC 
5524.) 


Next Tuesday, July 8, the Britain- 
Biafra Association (London Branch) 
is holding an emergency meeting in 
the House of Commons at 6.30 pm. 
Committee room booked in name of 
Frank Allaun. Concerned MPs will 
be present, 


national commission be allowed to 
investigate charges of brutality 
against the prisoners. A_ petition 
Signed by 270 Catholic priests in 
Brittany has called for the release of 
the prisoners. 


But the French government has 
refused to release the Bretons or 
name a day for their trial. 


Molotov Cocktails have been over- 
ruled, but it’s a question of tactics 
rather than of principle. 


‘When we started the struggle I 
quite honestly thought that it would 
be a short, or long, struggle of peace- 
ful actions, which would win us moral 
victories, which would mean that we 
would win”, said Tony Mahony of 
the East London Squatters. 


“Last Wednesday, they showed that 
they were prepared to resort to any 
means. They’ll stop at nothing. We 
can’t give up the struggle—it would 
be a return to barbarism to be in- 
timidated by this kind of thuggery.” 


The squatters are appealing for 
everyone who can possibly do so to 
put in a night, or a few nights or 
days, on guard at the houses at 6 
Woodlands Road and 23 Audrey 
Road. (Phone 247 8015.) 


Non-violent tacticians may suspect 
that a decision to hold firm to parti- 
cular houses in face of assault is 
mistaken (so may some less -non- 
violent tacticians). Pacifists may feel 
uneasy about getting involved in a 
battle where their comrades are 
likely to be hitting back. 


But these do not seem adequate 
reasons for staying away from Ilford. 
Violent scenes need as many non- 
violent people around as possible. 
This isn’t the kind of action you can 
get involved in just for an afternoon, 
though, and go home feeling better. 
It’s a long-term commitment. 


Biafra relief flights 


from page 1 


These facts—presented this week by 
Africa Concern, the administering 
body for the Irish Joint Biafra Famine 
Appeal—raise some very disturbing 
questions. Why, for instance, did the 
Red Cross apparently decide to cut 
off its own aid to Biafra for a 
mandatory period—knowing the acute 
situation this would create? 


Again, why did Colonel Wichmann 
apparently suspend operations from 
Sao Tome on his own initiative, when 
a decision to continue had been made 
by JCA, and pilots were willing to 
continue flying? 

Certain people within JCA (mainly 
the Catholic representatives) are now 
speculating that part of the JCA 
consortium took a decision, similar 
to that of the IRC, to gain ‘ more 
bargaining power ” with both sides— 
but mainly the Biafrans—over agree- 
ment to daylight flights. (See also 
Financial Times, June 27). 


Admittedly, Colonel Wichmann, on 
inspection for himself, later re- 
assessed the situation—and it was no 
oubt on his initiative that Nord- 
churchaid took the decision to 
resume its flights this week. In which 
case, we may ask why most of the 
other agencies in JCA have, as yet, 
not stated their clear intention to 
carry on as before. 


There will be no easy answer to these 
questions—if only because a network 
as complex as JCA has no single 
voice for all its operations. (There 
is a co-ordinating body in Geneva.) 
But we can expect an urgent state- 
ment from JCA as to what it now 
intends to do. 


According to Raymond Kennedy of 
Africa Concern—a delegate to the 
Lucerne Plenary Session and one of 
the most skilled of the relief 
organisers—there are at this moment 
two Canadian planes, four US-owned 
C-97s, and four smaller Nordchurch- 
aid planes available in Sao Tome 
with pilots for immediate use, given 
supplies and money for fuel, pilots’ 
fees, airport dues, and so on. 


Between them, these planes could 
take in a maximum of 300 tons per 
night—only just under the record 
total of combined IRC and JCA flights 
for any one night in the past. 


Since June 15, a quarter of all relief 
flights into Uli have been carried out 
by Africa Concern from Libreville, 
capital of the Gabon (which recog- 
nises Biafra)—the other  three- 
quarters having come from Sao 
Tome. Much of the food used on the 
Libreville-Uli run, which started a 
few months ago, was supplied by the 
int HELP-Peace News Biafra Aid 
ip. 


The Libreville run 


Although these flights (61 in all) 
have met with flak and other minor 
Federal interference, none _ has 
suffered severe damage. Raymond 
Kennedy considers the risk of the 
Libreville run to be no greater than 
Sao Tome. (Risks could be less, if 
the Russian radar ship reported to be 
monitoring flights from Sao Tome at 
the beginning of this year, is still 
situated in the Bight of Biafra off 
the Nigerian coast.) 


Each flight costs over £1,000 and, at 
the time of writing, Africa Concern 
planned three flights this week. It is 
possible they will be halted this 
weekend, however—simply through 
lack of cash.Given more money, there 
are sufficient planes and pilots in 
Libreville to increase to four or five 
flights a night (up to 50 tons). 
Africa Concern does not—and never 
has—accepted the Federal ruling that 
its flights are illegal and must stop. 
“If a house is on fire”, as Father 
Anthony Hannan of Africa Concern 
puts it, “ you do not ask permission 
of the owners to save the burning 
child ”. 

Contributions to the Africa Concern 
(Joint Biafra Famine Appeal) Libre- 
ville Airlift can be made direct to 
82 Northumberland Rd, Dublin 4, 
Eire or through Peace News. Please 
cross cheques and make payable to 
JBFA (Libreville Airlift). 
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ROGER MOODY takes up the debate on 


the Maud Report and calls for 


RESIDENTS’ CONTROL 


Two fundamental concerns of local 
democracy must be planning (or land- 


use) and control by residents over 1 


their own facilities. 


Already the Skeffington Committee 
and the Barnsbury Study Team have 
made lengthy suggestions for local 
participation in planning. 

Now at least one borough council— 
Hackney, in London—has outlined 
plans for tenants’ management com- 
mittees on council estates, to organise 
“estate servicing, arrange for minor 
repairs, and cope with day-to-day 
problems using council grants” 
(Evening Standard, May 30). 


And, last week, Bob Edwards, MP, 
successfully introduced a Private Bill 
in the House of Commons to establish 
a charter of rights for council-house 
tenants, because the “ democratic 
machinery of local government was 
ine adequate to deal with the prob- 
ems ”’. 


But these proposals are all made for 
the present structure of local govern- 
ment—a stratification of up to half-a- 
dozen administrative units, in which 
parish, rural, urban, borough, and 
county councils, not to mention public 
utility corporations, take on differing 
responsibilities for local services. 


Each of these units has evolved out of 
a different kind of organisation, and 
in most people’s experience, the 
stratification is totally confusing. The 
services these authorities discharge 
are almost completely out of their 
control. 

Now we have the Redcliffe-Maud 
Report on the re-organisation of local 
government —a golden opportunity, 
if ever there was one, for making 
land-use and_ residents’ facilities 
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specific matters for local control. 
Tragically, the opportunity has been 
ost. 


On the other hand, the Report did 
address itself successfully to one im- 
portant problem—that of local 
government being out of its own 
control, or, more specifically, of the 
committees and officers who run it. 


In many respects, what is wrong today 
is that we have the wrong services in 
the wrong place at the wrong time, 
rather than that we make the wrong 
decisions. So the Maud Committee 
should not be castigated for its signi- 
ficant effort to improve the efficiency 
of our decision-making processes. 


Its Report rightly provides for a wider 
“tax base” for local authorities, 
giving them sufficient money for their 
urgent needs. And it rightly proposes 
ending “ the present divided adminis- 
tration of the National Health Service 
(NHS) ”—that wasteful and muddling 
three-tier system which has not 
basically altered since 1948—and 
putting the control of the NHS 
(closely related to the personal social 
services) in the hands of “elected 
representatives’ responsible for 
“general policy decisions”. 


When the Guillebaud Committee in- 
vestigated the workings of the NHS 
in 1957, only one member opposed the 
administration of the hospitals by 
nominated (not elected) regional 
boards and management committees. 


Significantly, the Maud Committee 
has come close to recommending the 
“democratisation” of that system—a 
move which could make cruelty to 
psychiatric patients like that exposed 
by the AEGIS group in 1967 (see Sans 
Everything) very difficult to camoufl- 
age. 

Rightly, too, the Maud Committee 
recommends dropping administrative 
boundaries between town and rural 
regions—a haphazard ‘“ bargaining” 
arrangement between two or more 
different authorities that has jeopar- 
dised much of our countryside and 
opened it to the hideous excrescences 
of the cify. 


Local councils 


But the nub of the Report lies in its 
proposals for unitary authorities—58 
of them, together with three special 
metropolitan areas—to be responsible 
for all services at present split 
between up to half a dozen of the 
current units. 


The only vestiges of the present multi- 
lateral pattern would seem to be those 
functions of the parish and rural 
council which are to be vested, under 
Maud’s_ proposals, in new local 
councils. 


The powers of local councils are, in 
fact, intended to be more widespread 
than many critics have implied (for 
example, John Keohane, Peace News, 
June 20). 


They include powers to “spend for 
the benefit of inhabitants, without 
statutory limit on the amenity and 
convenience of their localities, i.e. 
village greens, fair grounds, com- 
munity centres, or concert halls... 
to housebuild on a small scale [and 
carry out] house improvement, pre- 
servation, conservation, local develop- 
ment, highway improvement.” 

But, as The Times has pointed out, 
this proposal gets ludicrously “ out of 
scale when it is the only corporate 
representation proposed for cities the 
size of Bristol” (June 16). 


No wonder that one commentator 
(Eric Hawtrey of the BBC) foresees 
these local councils developing into 
protest and civil disobedience groups, 
with former aldermen sitting down in 
the streets to claim back some of their 
powers. 

And the eight provincial councils (or 
the “ regions ” which the forthcoming 
Crowther Report is likely to recom- 
mend) are in no way going to com- 
pensate for this loss of power at the 
“middle ” level of the town and city 
wards. 

There are, however, two alternatives 
still open to Government decision: 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government’s (MOHLG) plan to base 
local authorities on 30 to 50 conurba- 
tions, and Derek Senior’s 275-page 
minority report attached to Maud’s 
evidence. 

The MOHLG’s assumption (io quote 
its evidence to the Maud Committee) 
that the wide city areas are “ the most 
important communities of the 20th 
century ” seems highly spurious, and 
opens the door to urban complexes 
like Los Angeles, which are the 
deadliest antidote to community life. 


Senior’s advice, that services should 
be split between 37 regional authori- 
ties and 150 district authorities, rang- 
ing from a 1,000,000 to a 97,000 
population, certainly provides a 
“rationalisation” of the current 
system that leaves many of the most 
important services in the hands of 
directly elected representatives, 
similar in function to the health and 
housing committees of our present 
town councils. 


The health services, housing manage- 
ment, and consumer protection, and 
“all functions involving personal con- 
tact with the citizen” would come 
under Senior’s 148 directly elected 
district authorities—though ‘“ contro- 
versial functions” such as capital 
investment programmes, education, 
and police would still be vested in no 
more than 35 directly elected regional 
authorities. 


In a number of respects, Senior’s 
recommendations seem the _ best 
means of covering that middle-ground 
between parish and unitary authority 
level which Maud intends to replace 
by the functions of a new bureaucratic 
system—with a chief executive head- 
ing a team of chief officers responsible 
for groups of services. 


Yet none of the planned alternatives 
to Maud that I know of—including 
Senior’s—even hint at the question 
which should be fundamental to this 
discussion: why local authorities can- 
not be those units in which local 
identity is most often cogently and 
feelingly expressed—the neighbour- 
hood, or the urban village (what 
Nicholas Taylor called the “focus of 
our physical and social planning” in 
the recent issue of HELP magazine on 
housing). 


While John Keohane recognised that 
so far as local councils are concerned, 
they should be adequately financed to 
run all welfare, educational, transport, 


and recreational facilities within their' 


boundaries, he still treats of local 
representation in the context of Maud 
—i.e. units of the size and nature of 
current town, if not city, councils. 


Keohane concedes that this means a 
““demareation of authority for deci- 
sions affecting people outside the 
area,” but finds an appropriate model 
for this in the present Greater London 
Council and London Borough Councils 
structure—an arrangement which 
seems to me, and to many other 


people living under it, very unsatis- 
factory. 

In contrast, giving local authority to 
bodies of truly local opinion—resid- 
ents, tenants, and community associa- 
tions, and many though not all parish 
councils—would really be basing 
government of the personal and en- 
vironmental services at the represent- 
ative level. 


These groups are the direct result of 
communities organically recognising 
and fighting to fulfil their needs. Let 
us have no illusion about many of 
them: they can often be more auto- 
cratic and overbearing than a city 
council, But this is largely because 
few of them are at present looked on 
as more than amenity groups—and 
thus attract few members. 


Moreover, so few real powers—to 
plan redevelopment, redistribute rents 
in the neighbourhood, run laundries, 
organise repairs on a non-profit basis 
—belong to them. 


Urban villages 


Taking these urban—and rural— 
“villages” as the basic unit of 
national democracy, the question then 
is what services are to be left to the 
large administrative bodies—the 
unitary authorities proposed by Maud. 


Clearly, tenants’ associations cannot 
service their own sewers, and few 
would want to organise rubbish-dump- 
ing even if they arranged their own 
collection. As for police, fire, most 
child-care, most house-building and 
other services which could not func- 
tion without the benefits of a large- 
scale organisation and economy—it is 
ridiculous to suggest these should fall 
under purely local control. 


But redevelopment is certainly a 
natural prerogative of the small unit 
within ‘its area, while planning itself 
could be carried on by consultation 
between representatives of each of 
the localities meeting as a planning 
authority in the “unitary” areas—as 
under Maud. 


In other words, the larger authority 
would take responsibility for financing 
and carrying out local plans and 
would have to show good reason via 
the democratic process for introduc- 
tions of its own—such as industrial 
sites, green-belts, and motor-ways. 


Under such a proposal, local authority’ 


is split three ways. Local groups take 
charge of family and communal facili- 
ties, and their improvement: these 
groups function as the planning 
authority when brought together in 
terms of one of Maud’s “unitary” 
authorities: and the so-called unitary 
authority then becomes . responsible 
for the other services and functions. 


Thus the two fundamental concerns 
of local democracy, about which the 
Maud Report—and its critics—seem 
to say so little, assume their proper 
scale in the scheme of things. 


After that, we can go on to making 
central government itself redundant. 
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Letters 


Pyrethrin: the facts 


Recently biochemists have synthesised 
pyrethrin, the active constituent of 
pyrethrum, which occurs naturally in 
a daisy-like flower which grows in 
Kenya and other countries. 


If this substance, which is an excel- 
lent insecticide, harmless to animals 
and men, iis manufactured, it would 
be very damaging to Kenya’s exports 
and of negligible importance to 
Britain’s imports. 

I want to know, from any chemist or 
biochemist reader, who has synthesis- 
ed this substance and has manu- 
facture yet begun? Kenya has 
already lost Sisal to synthetics; it 
would be damaging to lose another 
product too. 


George Matthews, 
5 Middle Green Road, 
Slough, Bucks. 


The ecological gap 


Following several examples abroad, 
British universities have recently 
begun to offer new courses of study 
incorporating ecological aspects of 
human affairs. 


Generally, however, these examine 
the origins of sedentary life, the 
development of technology and agri- 
culture, and past failures of tech- 
nology to combat environmental 
changes—then attempts are made to 
draw a moral from our past mistakes. 


All of which seems relevant and 
laudable, till one discovers that, as 
usual, one has to combat not just the 
environment, but bourgeois ideology 
as well. 


Botanists have developed the field of 
“Production Studies” in ecology. 
This purports to have great relevance 
to the problems of world starvation, 
by experimenting with plant nutrients 
and genetics to increase food produc- 
tion through new forms of crop 
plants. 


Secondly, social scientists offer 
courses in “Human Ecology”, a 
curious mixture of sociology and 
ecology, which claims to study man 
in his own particular ecological niche. 


As may be suspected, there is the 


usual pecrpience of the mores and 
values of the status quo and existing 


institutions. There is the same myopic 
and hypocritical approach as seen in 
“Development Economics”, which 
exhorts “developing” (ie.  im- 
poverished) countries to follow the 
true capitalist path and to “take off 
into sustained growth ”. 


As Roger Franklin says (“The Ecolo- 
gical Gap,” June 20), our basic prob- 
lem is that of over-exploitation, both 
of our resources and each other. 
The plundering of this planet to meet 
the needs of monopoly capital did not 
begin ecological imbalance, but served 
to emphasise it so much that the 
pursuit of an ever increasing Gross 
National Product has replaced sensi- 
ble environmental exploitation. 


It should be clear that the present 
very great ecological imbalance in 
which man lives, is a part of the 
institutionalised violence of the whole 
capitalist system, Thus we shall never 
rid ourselves of our problem until we 
eliminate it, and its bourgeois 
apologists. 

Would it not be the final irony if the 
“ scarce resources ”, which the bour- 
geois economist is so keen to demon- 
strate being distributed “via the 
market”, were to be rendered 
exhausted utterly, by the very system 
the existence of which he strives so 
hard to justify? 

P. E. O’Sullivan, 

1 Bath Street, Portrush, 

Co Antrim. 


Sambo’s schooldays 


As a teacher of English, I come across 
from time to time certain material in 
the assigned reading course which 
concerns and aggravates me. 


Widely used throughout schools in 
Britain is English with a Purpose II 
(Nelson and Sons, 1961): “ One of the 
lessons that George and Mary enjoy 
most is English, especially when they 
are reading exciting tales of mystery 
and adventure. Read the following 
descriptions of people whom they 
have met recently in their literature 
lessons. 


“Twala, the great king of the 
Kukuanas, Twala the One-eyed, the 
Black, the Terrible. 


“ «Then the gigantic figure slipped off 
the kaross and stood up before us, 
a truly alarming spectacle. It was that 
of an enormous man with the most 
entirely repulsive countenance we had 
ever beheld. This man’s lips were 
thick as a negro’s, the nose was flat, 
he had but one gleaming black eye, 


for the other was represented by a 
hollow in the face, and his whole 
expression was crue] and sensual 
(italics mine) to a degree. 

“* From the large head rose a magnifi- 
cent plume of white ostrich feathers, 
his body was clad in a shirt of shining 
chain armour, whilst round the waist 
and right knee were the usual 
garnishes of white ox-tail. In his right 
hand was a huge spear, about the 
neck a thick torque of gold, and 
bound on the forehead shone dully a 
single and enormous uncut dia- 
mond.’ ” 


Often I wonder how the immigrant 
child must react to such fine examples 
of ethnocentrism. Are there other 
English teachers who object to handl- 
ing such racialistic source material in 
their classrooms? 

(Miss) Katherine Stuart, 

27 Clifton Crescent, Belfast, 

N. Ireland. 


People’s/not car/park 


Unknown to many people, a small 
group of young people have been 
interesting themselves in work in the 
London Bridge/Borough/Elephant 
and Castle area of south London, this 
being an area which is in desperate 
need of community development and 
help. 

One of the proposals was to build a 
much needed play centre on a vacant 
lot of land next to the Elephant and 
Castle Bakerloo Line Station. I wrote 
to the Borough of Southwark Council, 
who forwarded my letter to the 
Greater London Council for their con- 
sideration. 


After several weeks I have at last had 
a reply from the GLC, saying that the 
land had been granted to the National 
Car Parks Ltd for use as a car park 
pending re-development on the site. . 


From the re-development which has 
been taking place in that area over 
the past few years, we can only 
assume that it is to be commercial 
development and not development 
which is to be of some benefit to the 
people of Borough. 


This is one more example of the lack 
of interest that local councils have for 
the people they are supposed to be 
the spokesmen for. 

May I ask for help for our projects. 
We are a small group. We have very 
little resources, except enthusiasm. 
Valerie Bickers, 

c/o 13 Goodwin St, London N14 
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competitive, materialistic one-up-man- 
ship. 

In his closing remarks, Jim Forest 
told the jury: 

“TY would ask you to remember that 


Essential background book to the 
junketings at Caernarvon 


The Prince, 
the Crown 
and the Cash 


Emrys Hughes MP 


What the Welsh really think, who 
makes the money, what it costs us 
—and miscellaneous sidelights on 
royalty J 

80 page paperback, 5s with illus. 
Published by 


Housmans 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1 


Trade enquiries welcomed. Discounts on bulk 
orders. 


there is more at issue here than the 
future of 12 men and their families. 
Much, much more. I say that because 
the question in this world is not 
whether change will come: it is how 
change will come. 


“Will it be violent or non-violent? 
Will it mean guerrilla warfare, will it 
mean more occupied ghettoes, will it 
mean more innocent dead, will it 
mean tear and blister gas? Or is there 
another way? 


“ Jurors, as you search your hearts, 
please remember that in God’s Provid- 
ence, it has been determined that the 
decision is partly in your hands. 


“No matter how complicated it may 
have seemed as arguments raged and 
tempers were strained here, as wit- 
nesses were called and dismissed, as 
court rulings and the meaning of the 
law were argued—no matter how 
complicated it seemed, it is really 
very simple: we are men who believe 
in life and freedom and community. 


“We all know first-hand that many 
innocent people are dying. We all 
know first-hand how many resources 
and how many human lives are being 
poured into what can only be called 
the sewer of war. 


“We all know first-hand that the 


problems in which war and hatred are 
rooted are being ignored and put off. 
We all know that boys are being made 
to do what they neither believe in nor 
understand, but which they are afraid 
to question. We all know first-hand 
that the people aren’t being asked, 
they are being pushed. 


“We find ourselves at war with a 
country we never heard of until it was 
too late and the coffins were flowing 
home, and the politicians were safe at 
home talking about not wanting to 
lose face. 


“To stop the madness, to save lives, 
to restore sanity, to deal with real 
problems that keep getting worse, we 
tried everything we could think of, 
from writing letters and organising 
the vote to visiting congressmen and 
counselling the draft-eligible. 


“But the war went on, the deadly 
rain of napalm continued, the dead 
ane damaged bodies kept coming 
ome. 


“ And so we took our futures out of 
the safety box and decided to make it 
harder for the warriors to steal our 
friends and neighbours, even though 
we had never met most of them. We 
decided to try to give freedom back to 
the people.” 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, 
street): nature of event, speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News 
for your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return. From Circulation Department, 
5 Caledonian Road, Ni. 


4 July Friday 


BIRMINGHAM 5. 8 pm. ‘‘ Birmingham Arms”, 
Moat Row. ‘‘ Salutation Stomp ” Jazz Club, All 
proceeds to CND. 


LONDON. 8.15 pm. Round House, Chalk Farm. 
“Don’t Look Back", the film of Bob Dylan’s 
tour of England, The Scaffold, two pop groups, 
“Yes! ’? and “ Dry Ice’’. Tickets £1 each with 
limited standing at 10s, available from AAM, 89 
Charlotte Street, London WIP 2DQ. Funds to 
Anti-Apartheid Movement. 


LONDON SW12. 6 to 10.30 pm. St Luke’s Hall, 
Ramsden Road, Balham. ‘‘ Teach-in and Social "’ 
with film on May revolution—the role of the 
school students. Discussion on education, social 
with records and refreshments. 


LONDON WI. 10 am. US Embassy, Grosvenor 
Square, Names read from Congressional Record 
of 33,000 killed in Vietnam. Group 68. 


RICHMOND, 7.45 pm, Richmond Community 
Centre. Public Meeting on Vietnam with Stan 
Newens, MP, plus films: ‘‘ The Survivors’’, 
‘‘ Medical Services in the Liberated Areas ’’. 
Adm free. Richmond Council for Peace in 
Vietnam. 


4-5 July Fri-Sat 


LONDON SW32. 10 am to 6 pm, Chelsea College 
of Science and Technology, Kings Road (next 
to fire station). ‘‘ Freedom and Choice '’—ex- 
hibition of housing in North Kensington, Adm 
free. Org: Notting Hill Housing Service, 2 
Lansdowne Crescent, W1l. 727 9866. 


4-6 July Fri-Sun 


MANCHESTER. Longsight Methodist Church. 
Mini-project: speaker Bishop of _ Middleton. 
Youth FoR, LVS, CMP and Young Friends. 


LONDON. Friday 7.45 pm. Sunday 7.15 pm. 
Queen Elizabeth Hall (Royal Festival Hall). 
‘* Suffer and Die If We Have To "a folk play 
for Martin Luther King by Colin Hodgetts. 
Friday, tickets 21s, 15s, 10s, 5s from the Booking 
Office. Sunday, special performance for mem- 
bers of: CA, MU, YMCA, TocH, NUS, and 
immigrant organisations. Tickets from: MLK 
Foundation, 104 Newgate Street, ECl, 


4-13 July Fri-Sun 


LONDON WC2. 8 pm. Arts Theatre, 6-7 Great 
Newport Street. La Mama Troupe—Plexus II. 4-6 
July ‘‘ Woyzeck ’’ by George Buchner. 8-13 July 
‘The Last Chance Saloon’’ by Andy Robinson. 
Tickets from Box Office. 


5 July Saturday 


BRIGHTON. 3 pm, Friends Centre, Ship Street. 
Garden Party. UNA. 


LONDON. Afternoon. Hyde Park. Free concert 
with the Rolling Stones. 


LONDON. 2.30 pm, Steps of St Martin-in-the- 
Fields, Trafalgar Square. Vigil on behalf of 
Biafra. London Youth PPU. 


6 July Sunday 


LONDON NWI. 2 to 6.30 pm, The Round House, 
Chalk Farm. Conference: ‘' Liberation in 
Southern Africa and Guerrilla Warfare ’’. 
Arranged by the Anti-Apartheid Movement to 
commemorate South Africa Freedom Day (June 
26). Tickets 7s 6d each from AAM, 89 Charlotte 
Street, London W1. 


PONTEFRACT. 2.30 pm, The Brotherhood 
Church, Stapleton. Strawberry tea, Garden 
party. Extra activities this year. Funds for 
PPU Film Van. 


7 July Monday 


LONDON WS8. 8 pm. Kensington Town Hall. 
Meeting to present proposal put forward by 
Notting Hill Housing Service and to discuss the 
Council’s proposals for the future of Notting 
Hill. Notting Hill Housing Service. 


8 July Tuesday 


LONDON W8. 8 pm. Commonwealth Institute, 


Kensington High Street. First of Four 
Evenings in India’’, Episodes in Mahatma 
Gandhi's Life, Devotional Music, Songs of 


Rabindranath Tagore, ‘‘ Kumara Sambhava", 
Temple Dances. Participants include Members 
of the Hindu Centre, East London and Students 
of the London School of Non-Violence. Tickets: 
25s, 2is. 15s, 10s from: Satish Kumar, MLK 
Foundation, 104/5 Newgate Street, EC4. 


8-22 July Tues-Tues 


LONDON. Swiss Cottage Central Library. Gandhi 
Centenary Exhibition, Org: Gandhi Centenary 
Working Group in conjunction with Camden 
Borough Council. 


9 July Wednesday 


MANCHESTER. University Union, Oxford Road. 
Meeting of Manchester Squatters Campaign. 


10 July Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam Lunch. 


As the countdown in Caernarvon 
draws to its climax (I refer to the 
official ceremony, not to any 


fringe excitements being laid on, 


by Welsh Nationalists) and 
Britain’s substitute astronaut is 
fastened into his regalia, I return 
to the topic of Monarchy. 


The remarkable thing about the 
British Monarchy is that, as one 
set of arguments for retaining it 
goes out of fashion, another comes 
in. 


At one stage it was the idea of 
the Monarch as the final bulwark 
against arbitrary government; 
then the Royal Family as symbol 
of Britain as a big happy family, 
or of the Commonwealth; the 
latest one appears to be a slightly 
more cynical development of the 
previous two. 


It appeared in the TV film The 
Royal Family, and is to be found 
in various think-pieces and 
editorials in the last few days. 


* * * 


The argument goes more or less 
as follows: so long as you have a 
monarchy, this occupies and 
neutralises what could otherwise 
be a dangerous position of power. 


This means that there is no politi- 
cian who has the kind of auto- 
matic authority that goes with 
being officially Head of State and 
with the charisma that a Head of 
State, the personification of his 
country, is going to have. 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


Now I must confess a sneaking 
admiration for this line of argu- 
ment. It’s got a slightly dishonest 
logic that appeals to me. In fact if 
I were arguing a case for retain- 
ing the monarchy, I’d likely come 
up with something of the sort. 


* * *% 


[ suppose the basic reason for 
people being uneasy at the pros- 
pect of giving up the Monarchy is 
that it’s been there a long time; 
once it’s gone you'll never get it 
back; and the last time England 
became a Republic was a brutal 
disaster. 


Not bad reasons really—that’s if 
youre feeling cautious. And if 
you’re feeling radical, abolishing 
the Crown as a matter of 
administrative convenience is a 
bit feeble—the Republic ought to 
be proclaimed amidst scenes of 
revelry and liberating chaos. 


The trouble is that I can’t really 


see much difference in principle 
between a Monarchy and a 
Republic. Insofar as the latter has 
a spurious rationality about it I 
incline to favour the former. 


* * * 
There’s some quite entertaining 
stuff on the whole business of the 
Prince of Wales in Emrys Hughes 
new book, The Prince, the Crown 
and the Cash (Housmans 5s). 
Owing to the author being in a 
crash, it’s out only this week, a 
month late. 


* * * 
So now we'll have to boycott 
Jersey milk and tomatoes, and 
urge honeymooners to go to 
Guernsey instead. 


I’m referring, of course, to the 
decision of the governing council 
of the Channel] Island of Jersey, 
to expel Maria Batista, the un- 
married Portuguese girl who had 
a baby while living there. 


Like any full-size country, a mini- 
state like Jersey is quite likely to 
put into power stupid and vicious 
proples The advantage ‘is that the 
arm they can do is strictly 
limited, and it’s often going to be 
possible and politically advisable 
for neighbouring countries to 
undo some of it (as in the case 
of Miss Batista, who’s coming to 
England). 

The irony is that this allows Home 
Secretary Callaghan to appear in 
a humane light—it’s a good job 
Miss Batista isn’t black. 


CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—ls extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please), Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday, Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application, 


Personal 


BIRDS. Are you 21-27, slim, longhaired, 
educated, not a yes-woman? Like to meet 
scruffy, but interesting man, 33, wide 
interests, SF, occult, cinema, current 
affairs, etc? Object friendship leading to 
marriage Write (photo appreciated, 
reciprocated) to Box No 904, 


DUREX ‘Gossamer 21s 3 dozen. Featherlite 


13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s_ dozen. 
Personal Service, PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield, 


“IT RENOUNCE WAR and I will never 
support or sanction another ’’, This pledge 
signed by each member is the basis of the 
Peace Pledge Union, Send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS, 1152 Fortress Road, 
NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. Per- 
centage of profits to Peace News. 


PATRA CORRESPONDENCE - CLUB. In- 
terested? Write: Mrs P, Gill, 66 Laburnum 
Road, Redcar, Teeside, England. 


Publications 

FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy, 
monthly 2s, Freedom, weekly 6d. Trial 
subscription to both for two months: 8s 


post free. 84b Whitechapel High Street 
(Angel Alley), London El. 


PEACE POEMS Broadsheet, 1s, 6d from 
bd Coffin, CND, 14 Grays Inn Road, 


SPECIAL ‘ BIAFRA” edition of WIN— 
American peace movement views. 3s p/f 
from Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Nil. 


SPECIAL |New Left Review, explosion in 
Ulster, PD militants election strategy, etc. 
6s p/f from Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Nl. 


THE FREETHINKER debates live issues 
from a secular viewpoint. Every week 6d. 
Free copy from: The Freethinker (P), 103 
Borough High Street, London SE. 


TRIBUNE, the leading Socialist weekly, 
absolutely essential reading for every 
Socialist, radical and revolutionary. You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
say, nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and brain read Tribune 
and use it to express their views. You 
can’t afford to be out of touch. Every 
Friday from newsagents or 24 St John 
Street, London EC1. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 7254, 


For sale 
BIAFRA: the least you can do in the 
present nightmare is spotlight British 


complicity with Nigeria. New posters avail- 
able, in colour, motto: ‘' Backing Britain? 
Stop British Arms to Nigeria ’’. 1s each, 
6d each for one dozen plus. From: Biafra 
Information, 5 Caledonian Road, London 


FOR FIVE new Indian First Day Covers, by 
Tegd airmail, send 10s by blank British 
Postal Order: Mr Yeshwant B. Shinde, 
1325/50 Shivaji Udyamnagar, Kolhapur-1, 


India. ’ 


Accommodation 
wanted 


PEGGY SMITH urgently needs unfurnished 
(terms as if furnished) part or furnished 
room, use bathroom, inner London, by 
July 31. 39 Wood Lane, N6, MOU 4851. 


Situations vacant 


TO COMPLETE a series of new appoint- 
ments we are looking for a Housemother 
to join existing well experienced young 
team in a therapeutic community for 32 
emotionally disturbed boys and girls where 
the adults live with the children in a very 
real sense. Hard work but unusual ‘oppor- 
tunities and experience. Salary in accord- 
ance with national recognised scale and 
full board. Homer Lane Trust, Church 
Lane, Toddington, Glos. 


Cinema 


ONO LENNON Ten Premieres Underground 
Eyeopeners Forbidden Festival Loaded 
Screen Participation 25s. New Cinema 
Club, 122 Wardour Street, W1. 734 5888. 
Free 36-page programme. 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London Ni 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all Newsagents. 
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Top secret US plan 


Bob Overy reports: Photo- 
stat copies of what appears 
to be a Top Security plan for 
US special forces in Europe 
behind Soviet lines arrived 
at the offices of Peace News 
and the CND paper, Sanity, 
last week. 


Mailed from Italy by some- 
one with an illegible 
signature, a covering letter 
explains that the document 
was given to the sender by 
a Major-General in the 
German Secret Service who 
has since died. 


“My friend was particularly 
concerned by the fact that 
the Americans could use 
atomic, chemical and bio- 
logical weapons without 

rior consent of the US 

ongress or the President, 
since permission to use them 
follows automatically when 
these weapons are supplied 
to these special groups.” 


Sanity has splashed the story 
on its front page this week. 
We publish the relevant part 
of the document opposite. 
(COMSOTFE is Support 
Operations Task Force 
Europe: USINCEUR is US 
Command in Europe: UW 

is Unconventional Warfare: 
ADMs are Atomic Demolition 
Munitions.) 


What this 33-page document 
purports to describe is a 
complete plan of operations 
for resistance behind enemy 
lines in the event of war in 
Europe. The scope of the 
plan is to include “‘ Soviet, 
Soviet Satellite and Soviet- 
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Employ ADMg in the conduct of unconventional warfare, 


a. Concept of Operations, 


(1) Upon implementation of UW plana, UW forces will employ ADMa 
au directed by USCINCEUR. The utilization of ADMa provides as addi- 
tional capability to execute assigned tasks and does not alter the bagic 
concepts governing the conduct of UW. 


(2) USCINCEUR/SACEUR providea to COMSOTFE a portion of the al- 
located nuclear weapons in the SACEUR reserve for unconventional war- 
fare operations, When USCINCEUR directa the release of an ADM ta COM- 
SOTFE, the authority to employ is automatic. 


(3) Specific targeta for ADMa will be designated ag the situation and 
operational requirements dictate. Priori:ies of targets for ADMs are as 
followa: 


Enemy nuclear delivery capability, 

Enemy transportation systema, 

Enemy communications systema, 

Enemy supply systems, facilities and structures, 


(4) Deployed Special Forces De‘achmente perform target acquisition 
and aubmit target data and recommendations to the SFOB. When appra- 
priate, this information with recommendations of the CO, 10th SFGA is 
relayed to COMSOTFE, COMSOTFE analyses target attack requests, ef- 
fecta necessary coordination. And, when appropriate, directs the erpiay- 
ment of ADM(s). 


(5) 10th SFGA courier personnel rig, with parachute rigger assistance, 
ADM for aerial delivery when infittration Is by air, infiltrate with compo- 
nente into designated operational area, accompany emplacement team to tar- 
get site and assist in ADM emplacement and detonation. Courier peraonnel 
maintain capability af emergency deatruction of ADM utilizing approved me- 
thoda. 


b. 10th SFGA, 


(1) Plan for und conduct on order ADM operations, to include emplace- 
ment and detonation of weapon within UW operational area, 


{2) Provide nuclear courier teams for delivery of ADM from departure 
point to UW operational] area. 
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